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INDIA - CANADA SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL COOPERATION

Joint Partnership Development Activities - Application Guidelines

India and Canada signed a bilateral science and technology (S&T) agreement in November, 2005.  The purpose is to encourage, develop and facilitate cooperative activities between India & Canada in science and technology (S&T) for peaceful purposes in fields of common interest and on the basis of equality and mutual benefit.

Within the context of this S&T agreement, funding mechanisms have been created in India & Canada, through which companies, universities/colleges, research organizations, or associations may seek support for joint Canada-India activities intended to generate new or expanded research and technology-based partnerships between the two countries (termed as Partnership Development Activities, PDA). 

For India funding and other services will be provided by the Global Innovation & Technology Alliance (GITA), a non-governmental organization, on behalf of the Department of Science and Technology (DST), Government of India and for Canada, through International Science and Technology Partnerships Canada Inc. (ISTPCanada), a non-governmental organization selected by the Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade for this purpose.

 1.  Nature of Activities

Bilateral Partnership Development Activities (PDAs) aim to generate new or expand existing research and technology-based partnerships between two countries. PDAs may take the form of scientific seminars, conferences, symposia and workshops, as well as other joint initiatives that involve exchanges amongst scientists, technical experts and academics.  They bring together researchers, developers, industry leaders, subject matter experts and other stakeholders from a minimum of two jurisdictions to explore novel models of R&D collaboration, and innovative ways to work cooperatively on technology solutions to existing problems. They aim to help participants (from companies, universities and innovation agencies) become more competitive by developing global research-based alliances with the potential to foster increased or expanded international R&D collaboration.

The following priority areas have been identified; however, application for Partnership Development Activities in other areas will also be considered:

1. Alternate Energy and Sustainable Environmental Technologies

2. Earth Science and Disaster Management

3. Information and Communications Technologies

4. Aerospace and Photonics

5. Nanoscience/Nanotechnology (as applied to the sectors listed above)

2. Eligibility

Indian Applicants 

Researchers and managers representing Indian academic institutions, research hospitals, companies (under the Indian Companies Act 1956), or other institutes which operate and are headquartered in India.  Subsidiaries of firms headquartered and owned outside India are not eligible for support.  

Canadian Applicants 

Researchers and managers representing Canadian companies, academic institutions, research hospitals or other institutes which operate and are headquartered in Canada.  Subsidiaries of firms headquartered and owned outside Canada are normally not eligible for support.  However, recognizing that the overriding consideration is "benefit to Canada", an exception can occur if ISTPCanada is satisfied that clear economic benefit will accrue to Canada because the product or the technology will be substantially produced in, exported from or utilized in Canada.

Agencies of the Crown (including Crown corporations, government institutes, government laboratories, etc.) may be participants of ISTPCanada-funded Activities but are not eligible as recipients of ISTPCanada funding.

3. Requirements

· Proposed Partnership Development Activities must include participants from both countries 

· Applications will be strengthened by inclusion of participants both from academia and industry.

· Activities should provide the opportunity for young researchers to participate.

· Proposals should identify the objectives of the activity and how the activity fits into the applicants’ strategic plans for collaboration with the partner country.

· Participation from countries other than India and Canada will also be allowed

4. Evaluation Procedure and Criteria

Applicants are encouraged to contact GITA or the Country Manager at ISTPCanada  (see contact information at the end of the document) in preparing their Proposals.All Proposals will be reviewed separately and independently by GITA and ISTPCanada . Based on the results of the review, GITA and ISTPCanada will make a common decision regarding the successful proposals.

Evaluation Criteria

All Proposals will be evaluated based on their:

· potential for establishing a collaborative R&D initiative that could result in economic benefits to both India and Canada; 

· potential to engage other Indian/ Canadian participants in the project; 

· demonstrated capability to organize and manage the proposed activity, the people involved and the proposed work plan;

· level of involvement of young researchers;

· level of commitment from alternate funding source(s) to the proposed activity; and

· degree of addressing the identified priority areas of both countries.

5. Financial Support

Funding support will be given to participants by their own Implementing Organizations (GITA in India and ISTPCanada in Canada) in accordance with the national laws, rules, regulations and procedures in effect.

Each Implementing Organization (GITA & ISTPCanada) will limit its contribution to the CDN$25,000 or equivalent Indian Rupees per Activity. For Indian participants, GITA in some cases may provide 100% of the eligible costs only to public funded institutions.

In Canada participants can receive up to 50% of the eligible costs of their national component. 

For Indian Applicants


GITA provides assistance by contributing up to 100% of eligible expenses only to public funded institutions. Eligible expenses include: 

· Expenses for organizing the Activity in India, e.g. venue and equipment rental, and related expenses 

· Hospitality cost for the Canadian participants in India related to the PDA, which includes accommodation, local travel for the activity, and food.

· Travel and local stay expenses for Indian participants in India as per government rules. 

· Travel (Airfare and part per diem cost for Indian Participants as per government rules). 

Activities and costs that are not eligible are: 

· technology or equipment development costs 

· salaries and honoraria of applicants and participants 

· activities not directed at establishing specific partnerships (e.g. general marketing, promotion or trade activities)

· other expenses that are deemed ineligible by the funding organizations

Financial assistance is in the form of contributions and payments are made upon completion of the project activities by the recipient(s). However an advance of suitable amount may be extended based on request by the applicant. Final payments are not considered until the recipient has submitted an Activity Report to GITA which includes the following:

· a narrative report indicating: a list of the participants; the Activity's objectives, activities and achievements; an analysis of the activities and achievements; any downstream international R&D collaboration expectations; lessons learned; conclusions and recommendations;

· a financial statement showing planned and actual itemized costs and all sources of funding for eligible expenses; and 

· a financial statement from the institution (signed by Lead Participant and Finance Officer / Head of the Institution). 

For Canadian Applicants


ISTPCanada provides assistance by contributing up to 50% of eligible expenses. Eligible expenses include: 

· Expenses for organizing the Activity, e.g. venue and equipment rental, and related expenses

· Travel (e.g. airfare, local transportation, etc.), accommodation, meals, incidentals and other non-research expenses (such as translation services, photocopies, or hospitality). Expenses for travel, accommodations, meals and incidentals are as per Treasury Board of Canada Guidelines.

· Travel and local stay expenses of Canadian participants 

· Hospitality cost for the Indian participants in Canada related to the PDA, which includes accommodation, local travel for the activity, and food.

Activities and costs that are not eligible are: 

· technology or equipment development costs 

· salaries and honoraria of applicants and participants 

· activities not directed at establishing specific partnerships (e.g. general marketing, promotion or trade activities)

· other expenses that are deemed ineligible by the funding organizations

As per the Treasury Board of Canada Policy on Transfer Payment, costs incurred before the agreed effective date are not eligible for reimbursement.

The normal stacking limit of Total Government Assistance (federal, provincial and municipal assistance for the same eligible expenditures) for this Program is 75%. This stacking limit must be adhered when assistance is provided.

In the event that actual Total Government Assistance to a recipient exceeds the stacking limit, it will be necessary for ISTPCanada to adjust its level of assistance (and seek reimbursement, if necessary) so that the stacking limit is not exceeded.

All potential recipients are required to disclose all sources of funding for a proposed Activity in the Proposal. Recipients must disclose all sources of funding again at the end of an Activity in the Activity Report. Any compensation received while executing the project (i.e. fees collected during a conference) is to be included as a source of funding.

Financial assistance is in the form of contributions and payments are made upon completion of the project activities by the recipient(s). Final payments are not considered until the recipient has submitted an Activity Report to ISTPCanada which includes the following:

· a narrative report indicating: a list of the participants; the Activity's objectives, activities and achievements; an analysis of the activities and achievements; any downstream international R&D collaboration expectations; lessons learned; conclusions and recommendations;

· a financial statement showing planned and actual itemized costs and all sources of funding for eligible expenses; and 

· invoice/receipts for all expenses.

6. Application Submission Process

The Indian and Canadian PDA leads are required to simultaneously submit a joint PDA application to the program delivery agency in their jurisdiction in an official working language.  Each application must be signed by an official who is legally responsible for the PDA and endorsed by the chief executive or leader of the applicant organization or institute.  Electronic signatures will be accepted on applications submitted to GITA and ISTPCanada.

Indian and Canadian PDA leads are encouraged to simultaneously submit applications via email by August 2, 2010, 12 midnight EST to be considered for 2010-2011 fiscal year activities.

Applicant must use the Application Template associated with this call to submit their proposal. Proposals that are not submitted in the prescribed template format will not be accepted.

· Indian applications must be submitted to GITA at: pc-canada@gita.org.in
· Canadian applications must be submitted to ISTPCanada at: cfp_india@ISTPCanada.ca (Note: email address is “cfp_india”)

GITA and ISTPCanada will acknowledge all applications within five working days of receipt.

7. Activity Budget

All PDAs must garner a significant financial contribution from both countries, reinforcing the value of a bilateral collaborative approach and symmetry of effort. Each activity should include a budget for the Indian and a budget for the Canadian component of the PDA. The applicants must provide the total eligible cost of the PDA and the funds sought from each country-specific implementing agency. Indian PDA leads will request funds from GITA and Canadian PDA leads will request funds from ISTPCanada;. Applicants must identify all the anticipated expenditures to be incurred in the organization and conduct of the PDA.

The application template has sample budget tables for the Activity Host, Activity Guests and a Table for sources of funding. Applicants are invited to expand on these templates, and creating new line items (if needed) for additional expenditures, participants or funding sources that may not be captured in these templates.

For those PDA applications that propose more than one activity (for example, one event in India and a second in Canada), the proponent must provide a complete budget (i.e. PDA Host, PDA Guest and Table of Funding Sources) for each activity. Please refer to the Application Guidelines for Partnership Development Activities to get detail information on the budget items.

Budget for the PDA Host

In the host activity budget sheet, the proponent must indicate the country of the host activity. Indicate the eligible cost of each item regardless of the source of funding. The eligible expenditures for the activity host includes the cost to organize and conduct the event, hospitality costs for the guest country attendees, local travel for the activity and cost to cover the key participants in the host country.

Budget for the PDA Guest

In the budget sheet, the proponent must indicate the guest country for the activity. Indicate the eligible cost of each item regardless of the source of funding. The eligible expenditures for participants from the guest country include: airfare, visa application, per diem for the meals (if they are not covered by the host) during transit and in the host country.

Table of Funding Sources

Please provide all sources of funding for the activity. Indicate clearly the amount contributed by each partner. 

Eligible Indian participants (Academics and eligible government institutions) can request up to 100% of the activity budget. 

Canadian applicants can request up to 50% of eligible cost of the activity from ISTPCanada up to maximum of $25,000. The total budget must have 25% contribution to the activity from non government sources (meaning the total funding for the activity from all government sources including ISTPCanada cannot be more 75% of the eligible cost). Canadian applicants will be reimbursed based on the invoice that is submitted with the final activity report at the conclusion of the PDA. The financial invoice must be accompanied by original receipts for all claimed expenditures, including: boarding passes and invoice for the in-kind contribution (such as venue, audio video equipment etc). This is required to verify the eligibility and authenticity of each expense. For more details on eligible Canadian expenditures, please refer to the Treasury Board Guidelines.

8. Contact Information:

Should you have questions regarding PDAs, this India - Canada Call for Proposals, the application process or information sessions, please contact: 


India�
Canada�
�
Samrat Ghatak


Programme Coordinator – Canada�
Bharat Rudra


Country Manager for India�
�
Global Innovation & Technology Alliance


� HYPERLINK "http://www.gita.org.in/"��www.gita.org.in� �
ISTPCanada


� HYPERLINK "http://www.istpcanada.ca/"��www.istpcanada.ca��
�
� HYPERLINK "mailto:pc-canada@gita.org.in"��pc-canada@gita.org.in� �
BharatRudra@istpcanada.ca�
�
Phone: +91 11 45772012�
Phone: (613) 729 3069 x224�
�
3rd - 4th Floors, IGSSS Building, 28 Institutional Area, New Delhi-110003.�
371 A Richmond Road, Suite 4, Ottawa, ON, Canada, K2A 0E7�
�
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