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INDIA - CANADA SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL COOPERATION

Quick Facts for Applicants

Joint Call for Proposals for Collaborative R&D Projects

Under the India - Canada Scientific and Technological Cooperation Agreement, the two governments have agreed to foster joint research and development projects (R&D).

This bi-lateral R&D program is jointly implemented in India by the Global Innovation & Technology Alliance (GITA), a non-governmental organization engaged by the Department of Science and Technology (DST), Government of India, and in Canada by ISTP Canada Inc., incorporated in Canada.

1. Research Areas Covered

This call is open to all innovative projects that include science and technology (S&T) development leading to a new product, process or knowledge with clear commercial potential and benefit to both countries. There is however an initial specific emphasis on following technology areas:

· Alternate Energy and Sustainable Environmental Technologies

· Biotechnology, Health Research and Medical Devices

· Earth Sciences and Disaster Management

· Information and Communication Technologies

· Nanoscience/Nanotechnology

2. Eligibility

Indian Applicants 

Eligible applicants will be researchers and managers representing Indian academic institutions, research hospitals, companies, or other institutes which operate and are headquartered in India.  Subsidiaries of firms headquartered and owned outside of India are not eligible for support.

Canadian Applicants 

Eligible applicants will be researchers and managers representing Canadian companies, academic institutions, research hospitals other institutes or associations which operate and are headquartered in Canada.  Subsidiaries of firms headquartered and owned outside Canada are normally not eligible for support.  However, recognizing that the overriding consideration is "benefit to Canada", an exception can occur if ISTPCanada is satisfied that clear economic benefit will accrue to Canada. 

Agencies of the Crown (including Crown corporations, government institutes, government laboratories, etc.) may be participants of ISTPCanada-funded Activities but are not eligible as recipients of ISTPCanada funding.

3. Requirements

The proposed R&D project must include participants from India and Canada

The mandatory criterion for this Call for Proposals (CFP) is the participation of at least one industry partner in India and Canada. Other valid participants are researchers, research institutions, research hospitals and government research institutions. 

The application will be strengthened by the participation of academic and institutional researchers and by including young researcher exchanges as a component of the R&D program.

The project should be innovative and lead to a new product or process with clear commercial potential. Average project duration is two years and, depending upon the technology area, the projects can have a maximum duration of three years.

The partners should also agree in advance on the IP rights and the exploitation of IP including the commercialization strategy for the product or service.

Any partner whose cooperative R&D project is consistent with the aforesaid criteria can apply to the present Call in accordance with the national laws, rules, regulations and procedures in effect.

Please note that Canadian government institutions are welcome to participate in the projects and commit their own funds as they are not eligible for ISTPCanada funding.

4. Application Process

The Expression of Interest (EOI) is mandatory for this CFP. A joint EOI should reach and GITA and ISTPCanada before the date designated in the CFP document. No proposals will be accepted without the prior formal submission of an EOI by email. 

A joint project application should reach ISTPCanada and GITA before the designated application deadline specified in the CFP. ISTPCanada must receive 3 signed copies of a joint application and an electronic version on a CD from the lead participant in Canada. GITA must receive 10 signed copies of the proposal and an electronic version on a CD from a lead participant in India.

5. Financial Support
a) Funding support will be given to each partner by its own Implementing Organization (GITA in India and ISTPCanada in Canada) in accordance with the national laws, rules, regulations and procedures in effect.

b) Funding details:

In Canada:

· Whereas the proportion of Indian cost may vary from the Canadian cost (and vice versa) in the total project cost, funding will be limited to 50% of the eligible national cost with a limit of $600,000 Cdn on the Canadian side. 

· Canadian companies receiving ISTPCanada contributions will be required to repay the contribution only upon commercial success of the project. 

· Portion of the ISTP funding given to academia partners in a project will be a non repayable grant. 

In India:

· While retaining the financial ceiling similar to Canada per project, academic and research organizations may receive non repayable grants up to 100% for their portion of the project cost.

· Industry may receive up to 50% of their portion of the project cost by way of a loan repayable on successful completion of project 

Four to five projects are expected to be funded, against each CFP, depending upon the quality of the proposals received and the requested funding level by the successful proposals.

6. Treatment of Intellectual Property

As most projects will rely on the background IP (previously owned patents, utility models or design rights, rights to programmes, databases, and other tangible property and knowhow etc.) brought into the project by the participants in both countries and will also lead to the generation of new IP, it is expected that the treatment (ownership and licensing for the commercialization) of background IP and the potential new IP generated through the projects should be agreed upon by all the participants before the submission of an application.

7. Evaluation of Project Proposals

Evaluation Procedure: 

All the EOI’s will be reviewed internally at GITA and ISTPCanada which will provide feedback to the respective lead participants in the project. Please note that the EOI review will have three possible outcomes:

· EOI meets all the requirements and lead participants are requested to submit a full proposal.

· EOI clearly does not fit the program criteria and lead participants are advised not to submit a proposal.

· EOI fits most of the criteria, but the lead participants are requested to provide extra clarification or modification before a final decision can be made.

All valid proposals will go through an independent review process both in India and in Canada. Based on the results of the evaluation GITA and ISTPCanada, will make a common decision regarding the successful proposals. See Figure 1 for the detail flow chart of the application and evaluation process.

Evaluation Criteria:

All proposals will be evaluated against three fundamental criteria:

· The scientific merits of the project and the degree of innovation inherent in the product or service being developed. 

· The business opportunity of the proposed project and its capacity for commercial success in the near future.

· Capacity of the participants to manage and conduct the project, including commercialization thus leading to clear benefits to both countries.

8. Project Management

The Project leaders for the successful projects in India and in Canada will sign a project funding agreement with the funding organization in their country detailing the project plan, budget and the project management. This agreement will provide the project management and reporting details to be followed by all project participants.

For further information contact:
	India
	Canada

	Sanghamitra Chakravarty, Programme Coordinator – Canada
	Bharat Rudra, Country Manager for India

	Global Innovation & Technology Alliance www.gita.org.in
	ISTPCanada

www.istpcanada.ca

	pc-canada@gita.org.in
	BharatRudra@istpcanada.ca



	Fax: +91 11 24682229
	Phone: (613) 729 3069 x224

	India Habitat Centre, Core-4A, 4th Floor, Lodi Road, New Delhi-110003.
	371 A Richmond Road, Suite 4, Ottawa, ON, Canada, K2A 0E7
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Figure 1 R&D Project Application and Review Process
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